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DEPUTY CLERK 

CLASS ACTION PETITION FOR DAMAGES 

Introduction 

This Class Action is the apex of one of the most notable falls from grace in the long and storied 

hi~tory of Mardi Gras. As recently as 2019, the Mystic Krewe ofNyx boasted nearly 3,000 members and 

was New Orleans' largest all-female k.rewe. As the Krewe of Nyx grew, Julie Lea, the K.J·ewe's Captain, 

rode high and lived a lavish life- all on the backs of her Nyx "sisters." 

After she revealed herself as oblivious and insensitive to the ethnically diverse Krewe she purported 

to command, it turned out that Julie Lea had become, effectively, the K.J·ewe's income beneficiary. In this 

case, the Plaintiffs will show that Lea controlled the Krewe ofNyx for her personal benefit. Lea converted 

charitable funds donated to a Nyx sister whose house burned to the ground, she required Krewe members 

to pay her husband's company, and tips intended for drivers disappeared-ostensibly into Lea's pocket. 

She insisted so many transactions be in cash money. The Plaintiffs believe she engaged in racketeering, 

breach of contract, and unfair trade practices, which can only be compensated in the same: damages. 

Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of others similarly situated, by their attorneys hereby 

allege the following upon information and belief. 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiffs herein (Collectively referred to as "Fonner Members" or "Class 

Representatives") are: 

a. CANTRECE REED, a person of the full age of majority, domiciled and residing in 

Jefferson Parish, State of Louisiana 



b. NONETTA PIERRE, a person of the full age of majority, domiciled and residing in 

Arapahoe County in the State of Colorado. 

c. HOLLY MCKENNEY, a person of the full age of majority, domiciled and residing in 

Orleans Parish, State of Louisiana 

d. TIFFANI BUSH, a person of the full age of majority, domiciled and residing in St. 

Tammany Parish, State of Louisiana 

e. JENNIE CAMPBELL, a person of the full age of majority, domiciled and residing in 

Orleans Parish, State of Louisiana 

2. Made Defendants (Collectively "Nyx Defendants") herein are: 

a. THE MYSTIC KREWE OF NYX, a Louisiana Non-Profit Corporation domiciled 

in Orleans Parish, State of Louisiana. 

b. JULIE LEA, an individual of the full age of majority, residing in St. Tammany 

Parish, State of Louisiana. 

c. CHRIS LEA, an individual of the full age of majority, residing in St. Tammany 

Parish, State of Louisiana. 

d. CRESCENT CITY INNOVATIONS, LLC, a Louisiana Limited Liability 

Company domiciled in Slidell, Louisiana at 1527 Gause Blvd. #3. It can be served 

through its registered agent, Chris Lea, at the same address. 

e. NYX SISTERS, INC., a Louisiana Non-Profit Corporation domiciled at 857 

Brownswitch Road, Suite 148, Slidell, Louisiana 70458. 

f. STONE INSURANCE, INC., a Louisiana insurer domiciled at 111 Veterans 

Boulevard, Suite 1420, Metairie, Louisiana 70005. 

g. XYZ INSURANCE COMPANY, is a foreign insurer that upon information and 

belief issued a policy of insurance that would provide coverage for the conduct 

asserted herein. 

Class Action Definition 

3. The Class that Plaintiffs seek to represent consists of the following: 

"All former members of the Mystic Krewe ofNyx between 2016 and 2020 

who suffered economic damages as a result of the acts of the named Nyx 

Defendants' mismanagement and theft from the Mystic Krewe ofNyx and 

its members" (hereinafter referred to as "Class Members") 
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4. The Potential Subclass would consist of the following: 

"All current members of the Mystic Krewe ofNyx, who have been members 

from 2016-date, who suffered economic damages as a result of the acts of 

the named Nyx Defendants' mismanagement and theft from the Mystic 

K.rewe ofNyx and its members." 

CLASS ALLEGATIONS 

5. Numerosity. The number of Class Plaintiffs affected by the actions of the Nyx Defendants 

is so numerous as to make joinder of all Plaintiffs impractical. The Mystic Krewe of Nyx 

represented on its website that its membership was at least 3348. 1 The exact number and 

identity of all Class Members are unknown at this time and can only be ascertained through 

discovery. The Class Members' identities are finite and ascertainable from the membership 

rolls of the Mystic Krewe of Nyx in the years from 2016 to 2020. Class Members may be 

informed of the pendency of this Class Action by published notice, broadcast notice, and by 

notice mailed to the addresses of Class Plaintiffs from the Nyx Membership rolls. While the 

Class Plaintiffs are numerous, it is a finite and ascertainable number. 

6. Commonality- Common questions oflaw and fact exist as to all members of the Class and 

predominate over any questions affecting only individual members of the Class. The 

common legal and factual questions arise from the central issues, which do not vary from 

Class Member to Class Member, .and which may be determined without reference to the 

individual circumstances of any particular Class Member. These common legal and factual 

issues include but are not limited to: 

a. Whether Nyx represented to Class Plaintiffs that they would receive a refund of 
membership dues; 

b. Whether Class Plaintiffs received a refund of membership dues; 

c. Whether failure to refund membership dues constituted fraud on the part of Nyx; 

d. Whether failure to refund membership dues constituted a break of an enforceable 
gratuitous promise; 

e. Whether the misrepresentations and deceptions of Nyx related to the refund offend 
established public policy, were immoral, unethical, oppressive, unscrupulous, 
and/or substantially injurious; 

f. Whether the Class Plaintiffs are entitled to a full accounting of Nyx finances during 
the time of their membership; 

1 https://www.kreweothyx.org/history 
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g. Whether Julie Lea represented to Class Plaintiffs that they would receive a refund 
of membership dues; 

h. Whether failure to refund membership dues constituted fraud on the part of Julie 
Lea; 

1. Whether the misrepresentations and deceptions of Julie Lea related to the refund 
offend established public policy, were immoral, unethical, oppressive, 
unscrupulous, and/or substantially injurious; 

J. Whether Class Plaintiffs detrimentally relied upon the representations of Julie Lea; 

k. Whether Julie Lea violated the Louisiana Racketeering Act (RICO); 

I. Whether Nyx Sisters conspired with Julie Lea to violate the Louisiana Racketeering 
Act (RICO); 

m. Whether Chris Lea and Crescent City Innovations, LLC conspired with Julie Lea 
to violate the Louisiana Racketeering Act (RICO); 

n. Whether Chris Lea and Crescent City Innovations, LLC were unjustly enriched by 
Class Plaintiffs' being forced to purchase harnesses from Crescent City 
Innovations, LLC at above-market prices; 

o. Whether the policy of insurance issued by Stone Insurance, Inc. to Nyx provides 
coverage for the claims asserted herein; 

p. Whether the policy of insurance issued by XYZ Insurance Company to Nyx 
provides coverage for the claims asserted herein. 

7. Typicality - The Class Plaintiffs' claims are typical of the claims of the members of the 

Class, all of whom have suffered economic damages due the actions of the Nyx Defendants. 

8. Adequacy of Representation - The Class Representatives are adequate representatives of 

the Class because they are members of the Class and their interests do not conflict with the 

interest of the members of the Class they seek to represent. Plaintiffs/ Class Representatives 

have retained counsel competent and experienced in complex litigation who intend to 

prosecute this action vigorously for the benefit of the Class. The interests of the members of 

the Class will be fairly and adequately protected by the Class Plaintiffs and their undersigned 

counsel. 

9. Superiority-A Class Action is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient 

adjudication of this litigation since individual litigation of the Class Members' claims is 

impractical. Many Class Members lack the resources to file lawsuits for their claims against 

the Nyx Defendants. It would be unduly burdensome to the courts of this State and Parish in 

which individual litigation of over two thousand separate cases would proceed. Individual 

litigation increases the delay and expense to all parties and the court in resolving the legal 
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and factual issues of these cases. By contrast, the Class Action device presents far fewer 

management difficulties and provides the benefits of single adjudication, economies of scale, 

and comprehensive supervision by a single court. Notice of the pendency and of any 

resolution of this class action can be provided to Class Members by publication and 

broadcast. 

10. Class Certification is appropriate under the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure article 591, 

et seq, because: common issue of law and fact relative to the Nyx Defendants' negligence 

and/or gross negligence in the mismanagement of the finances of Mystic Krewe of Nyx 

predominate over individual issues; and class certification is a superior method of resolving 

those claims. 

11. This action is brought and may properly be maintained as a class action pursuant to the 

provisions of Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure articles 591, et seq. This action satisfies the 

numerosity, commonality, typicality, adequacy, predominance, and superiority requirements 

of these statutory provisions and the jurisprudence of the courts of the State of Louisiana. 

SUMMARY OF FACTS 

Julie Lea rises to power. 

12. On March 30, 2011, Julie Lea and a group of pioneering New Orleans women formed the 

Mystic Krewe of Nyx as a non-profit all-female parading Mardi Gras krewe. The Nyx 

website states that the krewe was "established to unite women of diverse backgrounds for 

fun, friendship, and the merriment of the Mardi Gras season." 2 The website further states that 

the purpose of the krewe is to "encourage, foster, promote, and cultivate a spirit of sisterhood 

amongst the members of the Krewe. "3 

13. On or about 2012, Cantrece Reed became a member ofNyx. On or about 2012 Nonetta Pierre 

became a member ofNyx. On or about 2013, Holly McKenney became a member of Nyx. On 

or about 2017, Tiffani Bush became a member of Nyx. On or about 2018, Jennie Campbell 

became a member of Nyx. The Class Representatives / looked forward to participating in 

the krewe' s message of sisterhood, empowerment, and inclusivity. 

2 http://kreweofnyx.org/about-us 
3 Id. 
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14. During their tenure as members, the Class Representatives paid all dues and fees for which 

they were invoiced. Specifically, they paid membership fees, membership card fees, loading 

fees, harness fees, driver tips, and bus fees, among others. 

Julie Lea stacks the deck. 

15. The initial Board of Directors was comprised of Julie Lea and a group of New Orleans 

women who were excited to contribute to the culture of Mardi Gras. 

16. Julie Lea was appointed as the krewe's initial president (or Captain, in Mardi Gras parlance). 

17. Shortly after the formation of Nyx, Julie Lea caused Nyx to adopt bylaws that gave her 

significant and nearly unchecked power: 

a. Julie Lea was made Captain for life; 

b. All officers other than the Executive Committee served at her pleasure; 

c. Neither the board nor the membership could remove Julie Lea from her position; 

d. Julie Lea would remain a member for life and hold emeritus status in the krewe; 

e. Julie Lea could unilaterally override any decision of the board of directors; and 

f. Julie Lea could terminate any member's membership at any time. 

18. Several of the members of the initial Board of Directors opposed these bylaws. Julie Lea 

quickly had them removed as board members and new board members "elected." In this way, 

Julie Lea quickly consolidated power over the social and business apparatus ofNyx shortly 

after its formation. She continues to wield virtually unfettered power over the krewe to this 

day, living lavishly on the backs of the Fonner Members. 

Julie Lea lives well- at the expense of the Former Members and the Mystic Krewe ofNyx. 

19. Julie Lea's reign as Captain has been characterized by personal enrichment at the expense of 

the members of a non-profit entity. 

20. In June 2017, Lee Zurik and FOX8 News reported on charges Julie Lea made on the krewe's 

credit card. Some of those charges were questionable, while many were indefensible and 

amounted to obvious misappropriation ofkrewe assets.4 

21. Those charges included a $7,276.25 charge for a vacation rental in Gulf Shores,5 an over 

$1,700 charge at Tony Angelo's restaurant, over $150 at hibachi restaurants, $196.61 at a 

4 https://www.fox8live.com/story/3 5631904/zurik-credit-card-statements-raise-serious-questions-for-krewe-of-nyx/ 
5 Then-Counsel for Nyx purportedly told reporters that this amount was for an annual meeting of the krewe's board 
of directors. 
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shoe store, dozens of iTunes payments, $535 at Pascal's Manale, $314 at the Columns 

Restaurant, charges at local fitness gyms, and over $500 at the Southern Yacht Club.6 

22. Many of these charges bear no rational relationship to the business of the krewe and 

constitute misappropriation of Krewe funds. 

23. Exercising plenary powers, Julie Lea also allows several of her relatives and friends to ride 

in the parade without paying the significant membership dues. 

Nyx Members are required to do business with Julie Lea's husband. 

24. For many years Julie Lea, through Nyx, has forced Class Representatives and Class Members 

to purchase harnesses from Crescent City Innovations, LLC. 

25. Crescent City Innovations, LLC is a Louisiana limited liability company, and Chris Lea is 

its member and manager. 

26. Chris Lea is Julie Lea's husband. 

27. Crescent City Innovations, LLC charged krewe members an above-market rate for the 

harnesses, which could have been purchased more cheaply at Plush Appeals, where members 

already purchased some of their other throws. 7 

28. Julie Lea told the Class Representatives and Class Members that if they did not purchase the 

harness from her husband, she would prohibit them from riding in the Nyx Parade. 

29. Class Representatives and Class Members would have forfeited the hundreds of dollars in 

dues and fees they had already invested to ride if they did not abide by Julie Lea's demands. 

30. By forcing Nyx members to purchase harnesses from Crescent City Innovations, LLC, Julie 

Lea has extorted the Class Representatives and Class Members, engaged in self-dealing, and 

enriched herself. 

31. The relationship and transactions with Crescent City Innovations, LLC are not reflected on 

Nyx's publicly available IRS Form 990s. 

Julie Lea converts funds purportedly intended for float drivers. 

32. Among the many cash expenditures required ofNyx members, Julie Lea insisted that on the 

day of the parade, each member pay $10 (ten dollars) cash for a tip for the float drivers and 

$10 (ten dollars) cash for the buses that brought the riders to the floats. 

6 It is undisputed that the vast majority ofNyx Members were never members or guests of the Southern Yacht Club, 
an exclusive club on the New Orleans lakefront where full membership is by invitation only and is limited to men. 
7 The City of New Orleans mandates that any parade rider be secured to the float with a harness. 
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33. This cash was collected by float captains and dutifully turned over to Julie Lea. 

34. Upon information and belief, the float drivers did not receive their tips - tens of thousands 

of dollars - for the 2019 Mardi Gras parade. 

35. Upon information and belief, Julie Lea misappropriated the tips. 

The Mystic Krewe ofNyx leases a home where Julie Lea lives. 

36. In the early years of the krewe's existence, Nyx entered into a residential lease for the home 

located at 5855 Sylvia Drive, New Orleans, Louisiana 70124 (the "Sylvia Property"). 

3 7. From time to time while Nyx was paying for the rent, Julie Lea personally resided in the 

Sylvia Property. 

38. By exerting her absolute dominion over Nyx, Julie Lea caused it to pay for her pied-a-terre 

on the South Shore. 

Julie Lea requires Nyx members to deal in cash. 

39. While Nyx members pay their dues by check payable to Nyx, Julie Lea forced members to 

pay several one-off fees in cash. 

40. Despite the members' significant dues, Julie Lea required all Nyx members to pay a "loading 

fee" to access their floats prior to the parade. The fee was $5 (five dollars) per person, and 

was required to be paid in cash. 

41. Despite the members' significant dues, Julie Lea required all Nyx member to pay for a 

membership card, purportedly to qualify for a bead discount at Plush Appeals. The 

membership card fee was $3 (three dollars) per person, and was required to be paid in cash. 

Plush Appeals does not require any other krewe to use a membership card for discounts. 

42. Despite the members' significant dues, Julie Lea required all Nyx members to pay the $10 

driver tip and $10 bus fee in cash. 

43. Despite the members' significant dues, Julie Lea required any Nyx member who wanted to 

buy doubloons to pay for them in cash, with packages starting at $7. 

44. Despite the members' significant dues, Julie Lea required any Nyx member who wanted the 

privilege of riding on the krewe's popular purse float to pay for a $100-$200 raffle ticket -

in cash. 

45. Despite the members' significant dues, Julie Lea required all Nyx members who wanted to 

attend certain social events to pay for their tickets in cash. 
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46. Despite the members' significant dues, at Nyx social events, Julie Lea sold raffle tickets -

intended to benefit Nyx - to members for cash. 

47. Despite the members' significant dues, members were also charged a la carte for krewe 

posters, ball tickets, ball tables, and dubiously relabeled krewe sparkling wine. 

48. The krewe's publicly available Form 990s do not make a distinction between any of these 

revenue categories, rather lumping them all together as "Parade Revenue.'' 

49. Members of a non-profit are entitled to review a non-profit's financials. When krewe 

members have requested financials of Julie Lea, many have found themselves unilaterally 

expelled from the krewe, sometimes the very next day. 

Lea files false documents in support of the Nyx parade permit. 

50. Nyx has traditionally contracted with PFJ Floats, LLC for float rental and design. As recently 

as February 20, 2020, PFJ has also stored two floats owned by Nyx. 

51. On September 16, 2020, PFJ Floats, LLC filed suit against Nyx alleging that it had failed to 

pay for float rentals (the "Float Builder Suit"). 8 

52. Less than two months earlier, on July 29, 2020, Julie Lea executed an affidavit in support of 

the Nyx parade permit entitled Affidavit in Compliance with the City of New Orleans Mardi 

Gras Ordinances. In that affidavit, she swore that "all rents and fees in regard to our parade 

have been paid in full." That staterrient was apparently material to the city's granting Nyx its 

parade permit and was demonstrably false at the time it was made. 

Julie Lea makes material misrepresentations in the Nyx Form 990s. 

53. Julie Lea signs and causes the Nyx Form 990s to be filed. 

54. On the 2018 Form 990, there are a number of material misrepresentations. 

55. In Part IV, line 28(a), the IRS asks whether the organization was a party to a transaction with 

"[a]n entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or family 

member thereof) was an officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner?" In response, 

Lea caused Nyx to respond "No." 

56. That statement was materially false. 

8 PFJ Floats, LLC v. Mystic Krewe o/Nyx, Inc. Case No. 2020-07736, Civil District Court for the Parish of Orleans, 
State of Louisiana. 
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57. First, Nyx purchases all its beads from Nyx Goddesses. 9 Julie Lea herself is the officer and 

registered agent of this purportedly non-profit entity. The krewe also forces its members to 

do business with Crescent City Innovations, LLC. Upon information and belief, Nyx also 

required prospective members to pay a waitlist fee to related entity, Nyx Sisters, Inc. 

58. At Part VI, Section B, question 1 la, the Form 990 also states that the Nyx board reviewed 

the Form 990s before filing. The Form 990s were not shared with board members prior to 

filing. 

59. Julie Lea also failed to disclose the revenues from Nyx's frequent cash raffles on Schedule 

G to Form 990. 

60. Upon information and belief, these material misrepresentations persist throughout Nyx's 

Form 990s. 

Julie Lea redirects waitlist fees. 

61. Upon information and belief, Julie Lea required prospective members to pay a waitlist fee. 

Julie Lea directed those funds to Nyx Sisters, Inc., rather than to Nyx itself for no justifiable 

reason. 

A Member's house burns down, Julie Lea raises funds, the funds disappear. 

62. On or about November 2, 2019, the home of then Nyx member Cantrece Reed was destroyed 

in a house fire. 

63. Julie Lea organized a fundraising event hosted by Nyx, during which Nyx members donated 

funds to help Reed rebuild her life. 

64. The funds were never delivered to Reed. Upon information and belief, they were redirected 

by Julie Lea to Nyx and/or her personal use. 

The Implosion ofNyx Membership Following Julie Lea's Social Media Post 

65. In the ensuing years, The Mystic Krewe ofNyx membership rapidly grew to the point that 

on January 6, 2015, it was presented with a proclamation from the New Orleans City Council, 

acknowledging Nyx as the largest all-female Mardi Gras parading krewe in New Orleans. 

Nyx occupies a coveted spot as the "anchor parade'' for the Wednesday before Mardi Gras 

on the traditional Uptown Route. Nyx was also one of the most diverse krewes, with its 

membership including members of all ethnicities and background in New Orleans. 

9 The related transaction is later listed on Schedule R of the 990. 



66. On May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a 46-year-old black man in Minneapolis, Minnesota died 

after a police officer pinned him to the ground under his knee for 8 minute and 46 seconds. 

As multiple videos of the murder of George Floyd were posted on various social media 

platforms, protests erupted nationwide decrying law enforcement's inequitable use of force 

in the African American Community. "Black Lives Matter," a racial justice movement that 

was born following the tragic murder of Trayvon Martin, an African American teenager shot 

and killed walking home with only Skittles, exploded across the media and social media. 

67. In the shadow of this tidal wave of outcry over the murder of George Floyd, Julie Lea posted 

a photo on the Krewe ofNyx lnstagram Account (@mystickreweofnyx) showing an African 

American girl holding a Caucasian girl's face with the caption "Our souls are the same color" 

and the hashtag #AIILivesMatter, a known repudiation of the Black Lives Matter movement. 

68. Following the #AIILivesMatter post, many members took to social media to express 

responses ranging from disappointment to outrage. There was a call among the membership 

to for Julie Lea to step down as captain of Nyx claiming that she had not held up the mission 

of the krewe. 

69. Julie Lea refused to step down. 

70. In response to Julie Lea's refusal to step down, hundreds of members denounced their 

membership and demanded refunds from Nyx. 

71. Following the All Lives Matter post, all Class Representatives felt they had no choice but to 

resign from Nyx. All Class Representatives demanded a refund of their fees. 
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72. Upon their resignations, Reed, McKenney and Pierre made amicable demand for return of 

the fees they had paid for the 2020 Mardi Gras season. Julie Lea, on behalf ofNyx, initially 

promised to refund membership fees, but eventually denied their requests. 

73. The Class Representatives did not make their decision to resign lightly. When they first 

joined the krewe, it was fun and exciting to be positive role models for young women in the 

city, to roll in a Mardi Gras parade, and to be a part of a sisterhood of likeminded women. 

However, over time, it became clear that Nyx was being corrupted by the influence of its 

perennial captain, Julie Lea. The Class Representatives resigned only after it became clear 

that Julie Lea was using Nyx as a vehicle for her own personal enrichment and to promote 

her own political beliefs, which were contrary to the beliefs of the majority ofNyx members. 

Lea Promises Krewe Members a Refund - Then Reneges. 

74. On June 3, 2020, after hundreds ofNyx members had already fled the organization, Julie Lea 

held a Zoom meeting with float lieutenants. 

75. Over the course of this call, Julie Lea, as Captain of the Krewe, promised that the Mystic 

Krewe ofNyx would provide refunds of membership dues in excess of $150. 

76. Following the call, despite her representation, Julie Lea refused to provide refunds to the 

majority of former krewe members, including Class Representatives. 

CLASS ACTION CAUSES OF ACTION 

COUNT 1: Fraud-Mystic Krewe ofNyx 

77. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

78. Nyx, through its Captain Julie Lea represented to Class Representatives Reed, Pierre and 

McKenney that they would receive a refund of their membership dues following the 

justifiable backlash in response to Lea's insensitive social media posts. 

79. Nyx made this misrepresentation with the motive of quelling the media and social media 

outrage targeted at it without any intention of having the krewe refund membership dues. 

80. As a result of the promise to refund membership dues, Class Representatives Reed, Pierre 

and McKenney decreased their public criticism of Nyx. By temporarily quelling the fever 

pitch of public frustration, Nyx gained an unfair advantage. And by reducing their response 
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based upon this false promise, Class Representatives Reed, Pierre and McKenney were 

disadvantaged because they lost the leverage of the immediate public outrage. 

COUNT 2: Louisiana Unfair Trade Practices Act - Mystic Krewe of Nyx 

81. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

82. At the height of public criticism of Nyx for Lea's offensive social media post, Nyx made a 

promise designed to quell that criticism: Nyx would refund membership dues to the droves 

of members fleeing its ranks. 

83. That representation was a lie, intended only to subdue the growing calls for Lea to resign and 

for someone to hold Nyx accountable. 

84. That level of unscrupulousness and deception offends established public policy and was 

immoral, unethical, oppressive, unscrupulous, and substantially injurious. 

85. Contemporaneous with the filing of this Petition, Plaintiffs' counsel is sending a copy of the 

petition to the attorney general pursuant to La. R.S. § 1409(8). 

COUNT 3: Alternative Claim - Breach of Contract - Mystic Krewe of Nyx 

86. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

87. Nyx, through its Captain Julie Lea, represented to Class Representatives Reed, Pierre and 

McKenney that they would receive a refund of their membership dues following the 

justifiable backlash in response to Lea's insensitive social media posts. 

88. Nyx made this misrepresentation with the motive of quelling the media and social media 

outrage targeted at it. 

89. In the alternative event that the Court finds that Nyx intended to refund the Class 

Representatives Reed, Pierre and McKenney, the promise to refund membership dues was 

an enforceable gratuitous promise. By subsequently refusing to refund the membership dues, 

Nyx breached the contract. 

COUNT 4: Full Accounting - Mystic Krewe of Nyx 

90. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 
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91. During the time of their membership, Class Representatives were denied access to krewe 

financials, despite the fact that they are ensured access by Louisiana law. Class 

Representatives demand a full accounting ofkrewe assets and liabilities. 

92. During the time of their membership, Class Representatives were denied access to krewe 

financials, despite the fact that they are ensured access by Louisiana law. Former members 

demand a full accounting ofkrewe assets and liabilities. 

COUNT 5: Fraud - Julie Lea 

93. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

94. Julie Lea represented to Class Representatives Reed, Pierre and McKenney that they would 

receive a refund of their membership dues following the justifiable backlash in response to 

Lea's insensitive social media posts. 

95. Julie Lea made this misrepresentation with the motive of quelling the media and social media 

outrage targeted at her without any intention of having the krewe refund those membership 

dues. 

96. As a result of the promise to refund membership dues, Lea benefitted from an abatement of 

public scrutiny that she did not deserve. 

COUNT 6: Louisiana Unfair Trade Practices Act - Julie Lea 

97. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

98. The fraud, misrepresentations, and deceptive acts of Julie Lea offend established public 

policy and were immoral, unethical, oppressive, unscrupulous, and substantially injurious. 

99. Contemporaneous with the filing of this Petition, Plaintiffs' counsel is sending a copy of the 

petition to the attorney general pursuant to La. R.S. § 51:1409(B). 

COUNT 7: Detrimental Reliance - Julie Lea 

100. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

101. When Lea made a representation to Class Representatives Reed, Pierre and McKenney that 

they would receive a refund, they reasonably relied on that representation. 
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102. As a result of the promise to refund membership dues, Class Representatives Reed, Pierre 

and McKenney decreased their public criticism ofNyx and Lea. This was detrimental to their 

efforts to recover their membership dues, and benefitted Lea, because at the time, they had 

the momentum of public opinion. 

COUNT 8: Conversion - Julie Lea 

103. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations 

as if stated herein in extenso. 

104. The foregoing allegations, including misappropriation of Class Representatives' funds 

constitute conversion, as she acted in derogation of their possessory rights, depriving 

them indefinitely of their funds. 

COUNT 8: Racketeering - Julie Lea 

I 05. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

I 06. Julie Lea knowingly received proceeds derived directly and indirectly from a pattern of 

racketeering activity and invested those proceeds in immovable property, including the 

property at 5855 Sylvia Drive and her personal home in Slidell. 

107. Further, Julie Lea, through her pattern of racketeering activity, knowingly acquired and 

maintained, directly and indirectly, control of an enterprise and of immovable property. The 

enterprise that Julie Lea took control of was The Mystic Krewe ofNyx and the immovable 

property was 5855 Sylvia Drive and her personal home in Slidell. 

I 08. The pattern of racketeering activity Julie Lea engaged in is comprised of multiple instances 

of theft along with extortion and the filing of false public documents. 

109. The theft predicate acts include: (1) Julie Lea charging personal expenses to the krewe; (2) 

Lea allowing her relatives to ride in the parade for free; (3) Julie Lea converting the cash tips 

intended for the float tractor drivers; ( 4) Lea selectively providing Nyx refunds to her friends; 

(5) Lea redirecting waitlist fees; (6) Lea taking the funds raised during the fundraiser for 

Cantrece Reed 10; and (7) Julie Lea staying in the home on Sylvia. 

110. The extortion predicate act is based on Julie Lea using the Mystic Krewe of Nyx to force 

Class Representatives to purchase harnesses from her husband Chris Lee's company, 

10 Additionally, despite having her house literally bum to the ground 7 weeks before Christmas, Julie Lea insisted that 
Cantrece Reed pay dues and fees to ride in the 2020 parade. 
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Crescent City Innovations. The members had paid their dues to ride in the parade, but Julie 

Lea communicated to them that they would not be allowed to ride in the parade unless they 

bought the harnesses from Crescent City. 

111. The first filing a false public record predicate act is based on Julie Lea causing Nyx to file 

the 2018 Form 990 that did not disclose its myriad transactions with related entities, 

including bead purchases from Nyx Goddesses, transactions with Nola Nyxettes, and 

· transactions with Crescent City Innovations, LLC. The 2019 Form 990 had the same material 

misrepresentations. The Form 990s were also materially false, as they reflect that the board 

members had opportunity to review them before they were filed; the board members had no 

such opportunity. Julie Lea also failed to disclose the revenues from Nyx 's frequent cash 

raffles on Schedule G to Form 990. Upon information and belief, these material 

misrepresentations persist throughout Nyx's Form 990s. 

112. Furthermore, in the application for Nyx, filed with the City of New Orleans, Julie Lea swore 

under oath on July 29, 2019 that "all rents and fees in regard to our parade have been paid in 

full." As evidenced by the Float ~uilder Suit, that material statement was false. 

113. These predicate acts are continuous and related to one another, as Julie Lea continues to use 

the Mystic Krewe of Nyx as a vehicle for her personal enrichment. 

COUNT 10: RICO Conspiracy - Nyx Sisters, Inc. 

114. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

115. Nyx Sisters, Inc. conspired with Julie Lea to misappropriate prospective members' waitlist 

fees that should have been paid to Nyx. 

116. Nyx Sisters possessed those funds in derogation of the possessory rights of Mystic Krewe 

of Nyx and the Class Representatives / Fonner Members, thereby participating in the 

predicate act of theft. 

117. Nyx Sisters has been dissolved by an affidavit of dissolution. To the extent it no longer 

exists, its former officers may be held liable. 

COUNT 11: RICO Conspiracy - Chris Lea and Crescent City Innovations, LLC 

118. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action a11 of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 
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119. By conspiring in and participating in the scheme to extort funds from krewe members, 

Crescent City Innovations, L.L.C. and Chris Lea are liable pursuant to La. 15:1353(d). 

ALTERNATIVE COUNT 12: Unjust Enrichment -

Chris Lea and Crescent City Innovative, LLC 

120. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

121. Alternatively, Chris Lea and Crescent City Innovations, LLC were unjustly enriched, and the 

krewe members were correspondingly impoverished, without justification, by the scheme to 

force them to purchase harnesses from Julie Lea's husband's entity at above-market prices. 

COUNT 13: Direct Action Claims - Stone Insurance, Inc. and XYZ Insurance 

122. Class Representatives incorporate into this cause of action all of the previous allegations as 

if stated herein in extenso. 

123. Upon information and belief, Stone Insurance, Inc. issued a policy of insurance to Mystic 

Krewe ofNyx that would provide coverage for the claims herein. 

124. Pursuant to La. R.S. § 1269, Class Representatives bring their claims against Stone Insurance 

Inc. directly. 

125. Upon information and belief, XYZ Insurance issued a policy of insurance to Mystic Krewe 

of Nyx that would provide coverage for the claims herein. 

126. Pursuant to La. R.S. § 1269, Plaintiffs brings their claims against XYZ Insurance directly. 

DAMAGES 

127. Class Representatives, and others similarly situated, have sustained damages because of the 

Nyx Defendants' acts and omissions, and due to their breach of duty. The acts, omissions, 

and breaches of duty of the Nyx Defendants, caused economic damages in the past and 

present. Class Representatives seek damages on behalf of themselves and others similarly 

situated, including but not limited to past and present economic loss, statutory penalties as 

provided in La. R.S. § 1356(E) and La. R.S. § 1409(A), and attorneys' fees and costs in an 

amount reasonable in the premises. 

WHEREFORE, Class Representatives pray that citation be issued and served on 

Defendants, that hearing be set on class certification as required by law, that this matter be certified 

as a class action, and after due proceedings herein, there be judgment in favor for Class 
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Representatives and Class Members and all damages allowed by law be rendered in favor of Class 

Representatives and against Defendants, including for attorneys' fees and costs. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

STERNBERG, NACCARI & WHITE, LLC 

M. SUZANNE MONTERO, La. Bar No. 21361 
GRAHAM H. WILLIAMS, La. Bar No. 36731 
ABID HUSSAIN, La. Bar No. 34308 
ANDREA RUBIN, La. Bar No. 31950 
JUSTIN ALSTERBERG, La. Bar No. 31015 
935 Gravier Street, Suite 2020 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 
Telephone: 504.324.2141 
Facsimile: 504.534.8961 
suzy@snw.law I graham@snw.law I abid@snw.law I 
michael@snw.law I andrea@snw.law I ja@snw.law 
Co-Counsel for Plaintiffs - Class Representatives 

Respectfully Submitted, 

0cu.---l .tu c-NOM,JW0... 
TAETRECE HARRISON, La. Bar No. 30545 
Harrison Law Group, LLC 
650 Poydras Street, Suite 1400-PMB 136 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
Tele: 504-298-9195 
Fax: 888-717-7760 
tharrisonesq@gmail.com 
Co-Counsel for Plaintiffs - Class Representatives 

(SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ALL DEFENDANTS ON FOLLOWING PAGE) 

18 



PLEASE ISSUE CITATION AND SERVE: 

MYSTIC KREWE OF NYX 
Through its Registered Agent 
Julie Lea 
2727 Lafitte Street 
New Orleans, LA 70119 

NYX SISTERS, INC. 
Through its Registered Agent 
Julie Lea 
857 Brownswitch Road, Suite 148 
Slidell, Louisiana 70458 

STONE INSURANCE, INC. 
Through its Registered Agent 
Michael Deshazo 
Kinney, Ellinghausen, Richard & Deshazo 
1250 Poydras Street, Suite 2450 
New Orleans, LA 70113 

CRESCENT CITY INNOVATIONS, LLC 
Through its Registered Agent 
Chris Lea 
1527 Gause Blvd. #35 
Slidell, Louisiana 70458 

JULIE LEA 
213 Summer Place Cove 
Slidell, LA 70461 

CHRIS LEA 
213 Summer Place Cove 
Slidell, LA 70461 
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